Hai Duong - actively improves investment environment    
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Hai Duong has a strategic geographical location in the Northern Key Economic Zone. With the motto “The success of enterprises is the success of the province”, in recent years, Hai Duong has applied many open policies and mechanisms to attract investment projects and gained lots of positive results. Particularly, the province has actively expanded and developed friendly and cooperation relations with Japanese organizations and businesses. To learn more about the province’s achievements in the past time and investment attraction orientations in the coming time, Vietnam Business Forum’s reporter has an interview with Mr Nguyen Manh Hien – Chairman of Hai Duong People’s Committee. 

In 2013, in the context of the nation and provincial economy has to face with many challenges. Over the past year, what is your opinion about the management of local authorities and the socio-economic achievements of the province in 2013?

In 2013, Hai Duong faced with many difficulties and challenges, however with the efforts and determinations of local leaders and authorities, the provincial socio-economic still got many positive changes, achived 12 out of 13 socio and economic indicatiors. Some important indicatiors as: economic growth, State budget collection, export turnover and employment etc were higher than estimations. Specifically in each sector as follows:

- Stable agriculture production, rural construction movement has new appearance and spirit, many works for agriculture production and rural life were invested and put into use such as rural transportation roads, clean water supply system, schools, sanitation facilities etc contributed to serve for production, improve materials and spiritual life of citizens.  

- Industrial production recovered, services activities were diversified, some key works and projects were accelerated.

- Cultural and social aspects were progressed, social security policies were implemented, livelihood of citizens were improved. Some urgent issues like class suits, prolonged lawsuits, illegal mineral exploitation and traffic security were settled and achieved significant results.

However, besides above achievements, some limitations are still exist like: reduced total socio investment, unfulfilled land rent collection, environmental issues, hill land exploitation, sand exploitation, unsettled class suits and ineffective State management in many aspects.
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Conference meeting of evaluationg the investment environment and settling 

difficulties for enterprises in the province in 2014
At present, all localities are equal in attracting investment capital and investors are free to choose localities with the best environment investment. So, what is the most effective investment promotion method at present?

Currently, to attract more foreign direct investment, most provinces and cities are trying to build many Industrial and Cluster Zones, Economic Zones, hi-tech Zones etc and offering the most attractive preferences for investors so investors have many options. The competiton in attracting FDI capital among localities in the nation is becoming fiercer so it’s not easy for the province to draw FDI capital as previous. 

Before that tough situation, the province has actively applied many methods to improve investment environment and make Hai Duong become more attractive to investors, however, the most effective method is on-site investment promotion. First of all,  the provincial leaders will direct all related departments and agencies to review their functions duties, improve behaviours, attitudes and service quality to investors, concurrently continue to support and create more favourable conditions for the existing businesses in the local to achieve the best operational results, and timely settle difficulties and challenges issues for businesses. The province believes that this is a very important and effective channel to advertise its images and invesment environment to investors. Through the success of businesses in the local, it’s expected to make other investors to feel more confident and assured when invest into the local.

What are the province’s advantageous sectors and fields to attract Japanese investors?

At present, Japanese investors are considered as the leading force among investors from 23 countries and territories in the local with large investment capital, advanced technology, stable and effective business and production activities. Therefore, the province are paying special attention and giving high priority to attract investment capital from Japan, particularly  in the strong fields and sectors such as: industrial production with advanced technology, clean technology, supplementary industry, mechanic products, electrical appliances (automobile assembling, steel structure, electronic equipments, telecomunication equipments, printers, new construction materials etc)

Besides, the province alsp pay attention to attract investment project into some other fields such as: service, trade, suppermarket, restaurant, tourism, finance, transportation, telecommunication, insurance, science and technology, education and medical care etc and projects invest in agriculture field which apply  biotechnology, reservation and agriculture product processing.
What are provincial policies and directions to create favor conditions for Japanese investors strengthen and develop the good relation between the province and Japan in the coming time? 

To continue create favor conditions for all investors in general and Japanese investors in particular, concurrently strengthen the friendly and cooperative relation between the province and Japan, the province has set out some directions and tasks as follows: 

- Reviewing and proposing the elimination  of unnecessary procedures and fees so as to simplifying administrative procedures and shortening time for settling issues relating to the issuance of Land use right Certificate, land allocation, land lease, change the purpose of land use, tax declaration, tax payment, customs and procedures of giving permission license for foreign labors. 

- Implement some measures and action programs to improve the provincial investment environment; creating opportunities and most favourable conditions for businesses in the local to achieve effective business and production results. Maintaining regular dialogue mechanism between the provincial leaders and businesses to timely settle difficulties and challenges of businesses, concurrently strictly review and penalties on units and irresponsible public servants that cause difficulties and harasses to businesses. Strengthen connection with businesses and improve the quality of supportive services; encouraging businesses to use local supportive services.

- Through the Japan – Vietnam friendship Association, investment promotions programs of Ministry of Planning and Investment or Japan – Vietnam investment Association in the local, the province will strengthen the cooperation of holding investment promotion programs for both parties to seek investment opportunities, concurrently introduce and advertise investment potentials for Japanese investors; regularly organize trade promotion and exhibitions to create favor conditions for businesses to access markets and boost the two way goods and services export.

- Strengthening cultural exchange, actively participate in cultural events, conferences which are held by both parties on the occasion of both nations’ major anniversaries to intensify mutual solidarity and friendship.

Thank you for participating in the interview!







